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Social Entrepreneur of the Year India Award 2019

The Ceremony

The Schwab Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship, the sister organisation of the World Economic Forum and the Jubilant
Bhartia Foundation of Jubilant Bhartia Group announced Shanti Raghavan & Dipesh Sutariya of EnAble India as the winner of
the 10th Social Entrepreneur of the Year Award on Thursday, 3rd October 2019. The award was presented by Shri Hardeep Singh
Puri, Hon’ble Minister of State (Independent Charge), Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs & Ministry of Civil Aviation and
Minister of State in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India in presence of over 250 participants in New
Delhi. The award ceremony was a part of the India Economic Summit hosted by World Economic Forum in collaboration with the
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) and the Government of India.
Over the years, SEOY India award has established itself as one of
the most reputed and coveted award for social entrepreneurs
in India. This year the award celebrates its 10th year. In
2010, the Schwab Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship
and Jubilant Bhartia Foundation came together to promote
social innovation in India through the Social Entrepreneur of

the Year (SEOY) India Award. The award has seen over 1500
applications in the last 10 years.
Mr. Wilbur Ross, United States Secretary of Commerce; his
wife Mrs. Hilary Geary Ross and his team were present in
the Award Ceremony

WINNER - 2019
Shanti Raghavan and Dipesh Sutariya, EnAble India, Bengaluru www.enableindia.org
EnAble India (EI) is rapidly building the Indian eco-system
of skilling, employment and entrepreneurship for persons
with disabilities (PwDs) through technology innovations,
breakthroughs in skill trainings, new workplace solutions
and behaviour change tools. By changing the mindset of
729 business houses and building frameworks of inclusion in
universities and government agencies, EI has
created a robust business case for employing
PwDs in formal and informal sectors across
India.
Over 20 years, Shanti, Dipesh and their
teams have cumulatively transformed the
lives of 2,20,000 individuals with disabilities
and their families, community leaders and

employers, across 28 states. Working across a wide bench of 14
disabilities, all EI trainees perform at par, and receive salaries at
par with their non-disabled peers. Through partnerships with
200 non-profit organisations, EnAble India is set to transform
one million PwDs as confident tax payers, active citizens and
nation-builders over the next three years.

Launch of Commemorative Book
Glimpses from the Book
On the occasion of the Social Entrepreneur of the Year Award 2019,
a commemorative book was launched by the Honourable Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri. The book showcases the remarkable journey of a
decade of the SEOY India award. It captures the thoughts of Prof Klaus
Schwab & Hilde Schwab and Shyam & Hari Bhartia, apart from select
Jury members and partners who have been associated with the award
since the beginning. A beautiful timeline captures the winners of the
last decade on a double page. A brief life journey of each winner and
finalists and their impactful work and how SEOY India has helped them
is the highlight of the book.

Launch of 10 years - Commemorative Book by Minister Puri
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We would also like to thank Shobhana Bhartia for her help, support and guidance over the last
as a peer and directly influence decision making. It is an imprimatur of quality that draws funding
ten years to this journey.
and further partnerships, enabling award winners to extend their reach and impact.
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corridors of power, so you
can engage with public
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We look forward to continuing this vibrant partnership for many more decades.
Likewise, Shyam and Hari Bhartia are so much more than simple partners. Over the past decade
of this journey, they have become our dear friends. As we celebrate ten years of friendship and
partnership, together we look to the next decade of teamwork in the service of India’s leading
social entrepreneurs!
HARI S BHARTIA
S H YA M S B H A R T I A

chief executives as a peer
and directly influence
decision making. It is an
imprimatur of quality that

Founder and Chairman,
Jubilant Bhartia Group

draws funding and further
partnerships, enabling

H I L D E S C H WA B

award winners to extend

Co-Founder and Chairperson,
Schwab Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship

their reach and impact.”

Co-Founder and Chairman,
Jubilant Bhartia Group

K L A U S S C H WA B

Co-Founder, Schwab Foundation for
Social Entrepreneurship,
Founder and Executive Chairman,
World Economic Forum

It is heart-warming to see social entrepreneurs doing remarkable work at the bott

It is heart-warming to see social entrepreneurs doing remarkable work at the bottom of
the pyramid with extraordinary challenges ranging from financial to geographical to n
the pyramid with extraordinary challenges ranging from financial to geographical to natural.
They work around lack of funding, policies & regulations and design flaws of the v
They work around lack of funding, policies & regulations and design flaws of the various
schemes. Through disruptive innovation, they are systematically solving complex and
schemes. Through disruptive innovation, they are systematically solving complex and deeprooted problems.
rooted problems.
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We have seen over 1500 applications, with one third of them coming from women over the
last 10 years. Five out of nine winners so far have been women. Each year, applications get
better in terms of impact, reach and choice of diverse issues. Jubilant Bhartia Foundation has
also collaborated with some of the winners and finalists in its work.
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The last ten years have been a remarkable journey of recognising and supporting the social
entrepreneurs in India. Hilde’s passion and dedication towards the cause has been nothing
less than infectious. What we have accomplished so far has been possible only through her
tremendous belief in the potential of social entrepreneurship. Hilde’s never say die spirit has
been an inspiration for all of us. Our heartfelt gratitude to both Klaus and Hilde for making us
their partner in this endeavour.
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We would also like to thank Shobhana Bhartia for her help, support and guidance over the last
ten years to this journey.
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HARI S BHARTIA

Founder and Chairman,
Jubilant Bhartia Group

Co-Founder and Chairman,
Jubilant Bhartia Group

A timeline of SEOY India award
Winner 2010

Rajiv Khandelwal,
Krishnavtar Sharma

A A J E E VIKA B UREAU
Area: Migration, employment

Winner 2011

Winner 2012

Winner 2013

Neelam Chhiber

Anshu Gupta

Chetna Sinha

GOONJ

M A NN D ESH I GR OUP
OF VEN TUR ES

I N DU S T RE E CRAF T S
F O U N DAT I O N / I N DU S T RE E
CRAF T S P V T. LT D.
(BR AND M O THER EAR TH)

Area: Disaster management,
urban surplus re-use,
cloth for development

Winner 2014

H Sudarshan
H Sudarshan

K A RKA
U NRAUNA
T R UST
TRUS T
Area: Primary health
care (rural India)

Area: Financial services,
rural development

Winner 2016
Neichute Doulo

Winner 2017

Winner 2018

Poonam Bir Kasturi

Winner 2015
DAILY DUMP

E N T R E P R E N E UR S
ASSOCIATE S

STUDY H ALL
E DUCAT ION AL
FOUN DATION

SWAYAM SH IK SH AN P R AYO G
GR OUP OF V E N TUR E S

Area: Urban waste
management

Urvashi Sahni

Area: Enterprise
development, livelihood

Prema Gopalan

Area: Grassroot women’s
entrepreneurship, rural livelihood

Area: Education

Area: Livelihoods, artisans, crafts

A decade
of
recognising
entrepreneurs
who make
change
happen
Finalists:
Santosh Kumar Choubey
AISECT
Anant Kumar,
LifeSpring Hospitals Pvt. Ltd.

Finalists:
Gyanesh Pandey
Husk Power Systems

Ashwin Naik
Vaatsalya Healthcare
Solutions Pvt. Ltd.

Matthew Spacie
Magic Bus

Finalists:
Sameer Sawarkar and
Rajeev Kumar
Neurosynaptic
Communications Pvt. Ltd.
Vanita Viswanath
Udyogini

Sudesh Menon
Waterlife India Pvt. Ltd.

Finalists:
Yogendra Bhushan
Bodh Shiksha Samiti

Finalists:
Mallika Dutt
Breakthrough

Matthew Spacie
Magic Bus

Shelly Batra
Operation ASHA

Finalists:
Ashraf Patel
Pravah and Commutiny
Youth Collective
Prema Gopalan
Swayam Shikshan Prayog
Group of Ventures

Mrinalini Kher and
Kishor Kher
Yuva Parivartan

R A J I V

K H A N D E LWA L

AND

KR IS HNAV TAR

S HAR M A

Madhu Pandit Dasa
The Akshaya Patra
Foundation

Mrinalini Kher
Yuva Parivartan

•
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POON AM

Aajeevika Bureau

Winner 2010

BIR

KASTURI

•

Daily Dump

A study on the changing context of rural livelihoods in Rajasthan
became the turning point in the lives of Rajiv Khandelwal, a graduate of
the Indian Institute of Rural Management (IRMA) and Krishnavtar Sharma,
a lawyer by profession. The study revealed the increasing dependence
of poor households on labour migration. It was this evidence and the
reality of people’s lives that inspired the duo to start Aajeevika Bureau
in 2005. It was a huge challenge because the issue was barely spoken
about that time. There was an inertia in recognising the issue and there
were no models, practices or policy thinking on the subject.

Winner

2015

Both Rajiv and Krishnavtar started from scratch and developed
the Aajeevika Bureau model making it holistic through learning
and experimentation with the community. They worked together
for 20 years in various organisations before
establishing the Aajeevika Bureau. Today,
Aajeevika Bureau’s model has been replicated
by over 30 civil society organisations in
six high-migration Indian states.

An enduring
An enduring
partnership
partnership
S H O B H AS N
H AO BBHHAANR AT I BA H A R T I A
Chairperson and
Chairperson
Editorial and
Director
Editorial Director
HT Media LtdHT Media Ltd
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Finalists:
Smita Ram and
Rama Krishna NK
Rang De

Finalists:
Safeena Husain
Educate Girls

Vikas Shah
WaterHealth India

Hilmi Quraishi and
Subhi Quraishi
ZMQ

Suparna Gupta
The Aangan Trust

•

Finalists:
Shanti Raghavan and
Dipesh Sutariya
EnAble India
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To read the book please logon to:
https://www.jubl.com/uploads/image/SEOY_10_years_Coffee_Table_book-single_pages.pdf

As a student pursuing a career in a creative field, one assumes
that the goal would be to work for famous design brands. As
an industrial design student at NID (National Institute of Design)
Ahmedabad, Poonam got interested in how design could help solve
messy problems. She chose waste as an area of inquiry since it was
something that she felt was connected to wellbeing eventually. She
enjoys the mundane and tries daily to convince people that maggots
in compost are good to have!

Poonam was passionate about waste and the way it was
produced and treated in India. In her
own words, waste is a symptom of a
bigger problem.
Poonam established Daily Dump in
2006. Today, 13 years later, Poonam is
known as India’s famous
“Compostwali”!

FINALISTS

Gaurav Mehta of Dharma Life from New Delhi
www.dharmlife.in

Mukteshwari Bosco of Healing Fields Foundation from Hyderabad
www.healing-fields.org

Nand Kishore Chaudhary of Jaipur Rugs from Jaipur
www.jaipurrugs.com

Bijal Brahmbhatt of Mahila Housing SEWA Trust (MHT) from Ahmedabad
www.mahilahousingtrust.org

Sanjeev Kumar of The Goat Trust from Lucknow
www.questalliance.net

Aakash Sethi of Quest Alliance from Bengaluru
www.thegoattrust.org

This year’s jury:
• Hilde Schwab, Chairperson & Co – Founder, Schwab Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship;
• Shobhana Bhartia, Chairperson & Editorial Director, HT Media Ltd;
• Sudha Pillai, Former–Member Secretary, Planning Commission, Government of India;
• Amitabh Kant, CEO, NITI Aayog, Government of India;
• Rohini Nilekani, Chairperson, Arghyam Foundation;
• Vikram Kirloskar, President, Confederation of Indian Industry;
• Prema Gopalan, Founder, Swayam Shikshan Prayog, Winner SEOY 2018;
• Vikram Singh Mehta, Chairman, Brookings India; and
• P R Ganapathy, Regional Director, Stanford Seed India.

Glimpses of the Award Ceremony

Shobhana Bhartia, Shyam S Bhartia and Kavita Bhartia

Hilde Schwab speaking at the award ceremony

Minister Puri lauching the Commemortive Book

Chandrajit Banerjee, DG of CII and Adi Godrej, Chairman
of Godrej Group

Hari S Bhartia delivering Vote of thanks

Hari S Bhartia, Minister Puri and Ajay Khanna

Shyam Bhartia, Shobhana Bhartia, Prof Klaus Schwab
and Wilbur Ross

Hilde Schwab and Kavita Bhartia

Vikram Kirloskar, President CII; Arjun Bhartia
and Shyam S Bhartia

Shereen Bhan of CNBC-TV18 interacting with
Sudha Pillai

Kavita Bhartia, Prof Klaus Schwab, Secretary Wilbur Ross
and Hilary Geary Ross in the award ceremony

Rekha Menon, Rohini Nilekani and Nandan Nilekani

In the news

SCHWAB FOUNDATION FOR
SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP

For further details get in touch with:
Vivek Prakash
Jubilant Bhartia Foundation
1A, Institutional Area, Sec 16A, NOIDA - 201301
Phone: 0120-4361805 | Email: jbf@jubl.com | Website: www.jubilantbhartiafoundation.com

